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LOXWOOD

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

Superintendent Stephen Barry, of West Sussex Police, has been invited to
attend the meeting of the Parish Council on Monday 7th September at 7:30pm.
This meeting, as all PC meetings, is open to the Public. Superintendent Barry has
responsibility for traffic issues within the area. If you wish to hear what he has to
say, please join us. The venue for this particular meeting is not yet arranged,
please look out for notices nearer the time.

The Parish Council has recently lost two of it's members. Mirus Kuszel and
Sacha Pawley both resigned over the summer. As well as being involved in the
standard activities of a Parish Councillor, Mirus was key in creating closer links
with the police, as well as looking at ways of reducing the speed of vehicles
through the village. Sacha was very involved in finding a new Parish Clerk, and
lead the interviews. Their contributions will be missed. It is hoped that new coun-
cillors can be co-opted in September. So far there has been a good response to
the need for new councillors, but we would ask that even if you do not feel able
to commit to becoming a councillor now, but are interested for the future, you
let the Clerk have your details.

Representatives of the PC and Loxwood Society have continued to work with
representatives of the Wey and Arun Canal Trust towards a satisfactory redesign
of the parapets over the canal. WACT has had a series of different designs pre-
pared, and the discussions will now cover the implementation of one of these.

Hall House Farm: There has been a lot of concern recently over the planning




application by Bewley Homes, for a further property to be built on the site. The
proposal is to build on what was shown as residents parking at the rear of the
properties, on the original application. The residents of the front row of houses
will now use what had been proposed as public parking.

If you recall, the original application was rejected by the Parish Council, at the
request of the vast majority of the Loxwood residents. The PC felt that there
were better options available than Bewley's application and objected in order to
gain the time and opportunity to discuss these: they included a possible Land
Swap with North Hall. Unfortunately CDC chose to ignore public opinion, and
passed the application. The Parish Council was given the option to take over the
maintenance of the Public Car Parking for a one-off payment of £25,000. On the
basis of the advice we received with regard to cost, liability and insurance con-
siderations, and the implications of ‘policing’ who was using the public bays, we
decided not to. It was our understanding when we made that decision that CDC
would therefore run the car park given that the public facility that was one of
the basis of the application. Once the decision had been taken by CDC not to
take on the Public Car Park, Bewley Homes became liable to pay monies to CDC
under the s106 agreement. The PC has been working to ensure that all such
monies come to Loxwood, and not get absorbed into the overall CDC & WSCC
‘pots” as so often happens. So far we have managed to secure the maximum
amount possible (£15,000) for North Hall's Refurbishment Fund; we are working
to try to secure a potential £9,000 for Sports facilities, as well as up to £7,000 for
education. However, given the complicated nature of the planning issues re the
public car parking versus money for the village, the PC is revisiting the whole
matter with CDC.

The state of the roads as a result of the works on site were taken up by the PC
and others. The debris on the road broke a Condition of the planning permis-
sion. Bewley Homes has now laid a tarmac surface to the temporary access road,
a dedicated hard standing for vehicle washing, a power wash and associated
drainage (a French Drain) adjacent to the site entrance. The actual wash down is
to be carried out by a member of the site construction staff rather than relying
on the drivers to do it, which should ensure its effective use. Hopefully the facili-
ties and actions now installed will avoid a repeat of the issues Loxwood has ex-
perienced previously. However, if there is a further issue relating to mud being
deposited on the highway by vehicles leaving this site, please let WSCC know:
01243 642105.



Willets Way: As reported in the last issue, the PC now owns the scrub land at
Willets Way. We have been seeking quotes to have the site cleared and any nec-
essary tree surgery carried out. A significant number of the trees have Tree Pres-
ervation Orders on them, and we are awaiting the visit by the CDC Tree Officer,
before we can proceed. Finding companies willing to carry out the land clear-
ance has proved far harder than might have been expected, however a team
has now been booked. Once this has been carried out it is hoped that it may
become a well used community area.

The newsletter has been being published by CDC's Print Department. However
we have just been notified that the Department is being closed down in Septem-
ber. We are looking to find other arrangements and still hope to publish in De-
cember as usual.

AN EXCITING YEAR AHEAD FOR LOXWOOD PRIMARY
SCHOOL

The 2009-10 school year promises to be an exciting time at Loxwood Pri-
mary School.

As we write, we are nearing completion of a new school building which will pro-
vide permanent accommodation for a 7™ classroom, a music room and a room
specifically set aside for helping our pupils with special needs.

Having a 7™ classroom provides enormous benefit to the School and the chil-
dren. It enables each year to have its own classroom so that we do not have to
mix age groups. This has a tremendously positive impact on how we can help
the children to learn, and the space and time we are able to devote to them.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the local residents for their un-
derstanding during the building work.

In addition to the new build, we are embarking upon a new curriculum. It has
been said that many of the jobs that will be available in 10 years time are not
even in existence yet, such is the pace of change. This places a huge responsibil-
ity on a school, trying to figure out the skills that our children are likely to need
when they leave education.

As a result, we are adopting a curriculum which is more focused on helping chil-



dren learn the skills that we believe will be required in the future. This means
that in addition to conveying knowledge, there will also be a strong emphasis
on how that knowledge can be applied. We see this as a creative learning jour-
ney and we are hoping that this will involve closer links with the community to
help show pupils how the skills they are learning are being applied in modern
society.

- There are two forthcoming events that the School is run-

| ning where you may like to join in. The first is a Bike Fun

Day on 21™ September when children, parents, teach-

ers and local residents can enjoy the sights of the

local countryside whilst pedalling furiously, and

= then return to the School for a well earned BBQ.

The second is a golf day at Wildwood on Friday 9"

October to help raise funds for the School. If you would like further details of this
event or any other information, please contact us on 01403 752207.

-ISI

LOXWOOD SOCIETY

The Society held its AGM with a barbeque at North Hall on 25" June where
good food was enjoyed in fine weather. The Society’s main interest has been the
conservation of the village character by opposing unsympathetic development.
In the past the Society has run social events and an opportunity was taken at the
AGM to seek interest and ideas from residents for considering similar activities in
the future.

Several views were put forward but most interest was in directing the Society
towards assisting the other main initiatives in the village. In particular money
and/or assistance is needed for the renovation of North Hall, the village fair, the
School and the community gardening initiative.  This approach has been re-
viewed by the committee and an early start on one or two projects should be in
hand shortly.

A proposal was made to gather together a database of historical and cultural
information about the village and its local area. The Society believes this is some-
thing the school may be able to assist with and benefit from, as well as providing
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a valuable background perspective for assessing development proposals. Work
will start on this soon but if anyone has any interesting records, pictures or sto-
ries about the village please contact Antony Loader on 01403 753867.

The Society believes this expansion of objectives will help in building community
spirit in the village without deflecting from its core role of conservation.

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS
Saturday, 12th and Sunday 13" September

Brewhurst Mill will be open to the public from 2-4pm.  There will also be a
“Touching Memories” special display on loan from Horsham Museum as well as a
gift stall and teas.

Please park in the Trust’s car park located behind the @
Onslow Arms pub on the B2133 main Loxwood road. 3
Then it is a short walk to the Mill via Brewhurst Lane.
Please follow the signs.

Further details from: 01403 752403
pr@weyandarun.co.uk.

Website www.weyandarun.co.uk. Boat trips avail-
able.

FIRST RESPONDERS

The First Responders organisation are still looking for volunteers to oper-
ate in our area.

First Responders are vetted and trained by the Ambulance Service to be able to
save lives of those suffering from certain heart emergencies. Often the First Re-
sponder can reach the sufferer before the ambulance team who then provide
further emergency attention and transport to hospital. Clearly this is a most valu-
able service in a rural area like Loxwood. More volunteers are needed!

Volunteers need to be reasonably fit, prepared to be available for significant
amounts of time including exceptionally thorough training. If you are interested
you can have an informal chat with Mrs. Jane Price at jmprice63@hotmail.com,
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and review the web site at :http://www.beatresponders.org/whatwedo.html

Make enquiries at: enquiries@beatresponders.org, or talk to a local team leader,
Paul Berry on 01403 786 185.

LOXWOOD COMMUNITY GARDENS INITIATIVE

Update on Land: We are now in a position to start work on the woodland area
at North Hall. Those of you who met us at the Church Fete will have seen our
outline plans for the area. These will be specifically directed towards encourag-
ing wildlife into the area and improving the flora and fauna. In the autumn we
will be clearing a walkway through the area, clearing dead trees, making wood
piles to encourage insects, pruning trees and coppicing some of the hazel. We
will then be in a position to implement part two of the plan, which will include
the planting of more native trees and shrubs and planning our community or-
chard.

We are also in discussions with the Parish Council re the scrub land between
Willetts Way and Station Road with a view to us making this into a community
area that could be beneficial to all the village. This area could incorporate seat-
ing and a more formal garden area. Watch this space.

School: We have built some excellent links with the school, teachers and children
alike. Year 6 have spent mornings at North Hall, surveying, identifying and un-
derstanding what will be involved in the Initiative. This good work will be con-
tinued next term with the new Year 6 who will be involved for the whole
year. The feedback we have received from the school has been excellent. On
this note we must pay our thanks to our local Countryside Ranger, Pauline Chan-
dler, who has led these activities with the children,

Fete: Many thanks to all of you who came along to the Fete and made your-
selves known to us. We have compiled a list of interested parties and we will be
in contact with you in the near future. We can then start to organise working
parties etc.
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LOXWOOD LAUNCHES VILLAGE HALL
REFURBISHMENT FUND

AND AL TO NORTH HALL, LOXWOOD

oHel p with the

Launchievening. 3 Sept
7.:30\pm - North Hall

Anieveningjwith' cheese and wme

providing| the epportunity to
shew/ your suppoert and
perhaps get Thvolved in
fundraising

v.mm....mw\\ ' ? Put.the date in your diary
P oxw

VALERIE HINDE RIBA, THE STUDIO, 2 HIGH BANK, RIVER, PETWORTH, WEST SUSSEX, GUzs9ax /4
Village Hall Refurbishment

“ Newsflash”: Planning Permission granted 14 July 2009

Loxwood has got off to a good start with its fundraising for the proposed two —
storey extension to the village hall. A recent donation of £10,000 from the Par-
ish’s Smallpeice Trust and an allocation of £15,000 by the Parish Council from
funds associated with the village’s Hall Hurst Farm development have taken the
refurbishment funds to over £55,000.

However, a huge challenge still lies ahead in achieving the estimated £260,000
cost of the work. In order to generate further support for the fundraising efforts
there will be a “launch evening” at North Hall at 7.30pm on Thurs 3" Sept. Why
not come along and enjoy a cheese and wine evening whilst learning more
about the plans and how you might be able to help?

No matter how big,
No matter how small,
Each single penny
Helps to build a new Hall




LOXWOOD W.I.

Lesley-Anne Lloyd was the Speaker, from St. Richards Hospital, Chichester.
She is the Charity Fundraiser. She was amazed at how far we are from Chiches-
ter. We explained that it was hard for us to get there and how poor the Parking
is for us. We also had a Quiz by Doreen Hedges, which caused much laughter,
as all the answers were varieties of chocolate. Betty Gilman read us a ghost story
that she had written for a competition. A most enjoyable afternoon. Our next
meeting is on Friday 11th September. All are welcome.

CDC COUNCILLOR JOHN ANDREWS — FIVE THINGS

1. All the hard work communicating our concerns particularly about traffic
speeds to Sussex Police — thank you all who signed up at Loxwood Stores, and
thanks to Colin, Dee, Debbie and others too - is paying off: Superintendant
Stephen Barry, in charge of Traffic Policing, will attend September’s Parish Coun-
cil meeting.

2. | know some want “green bags” back. We cannot put green waste into land-
fill anymore and costs of emptying green sacks into the “green” dust cart is too
high. Chichester District will, however, work to help people share a green bin
between 2 or more households: contact me if you and a neighbour want to find
out about this.

Please keep taking glass to bottle banks in CDC— we make a small margin over
costs on the sale of the glass, and this keeps your Council Tax down.

3. The mud on the B2133 from the Bewley Homes development was disgrace-
ful. I eventually found a senior Officer who would take action, and after a prom-
ise of an enforcement order Bewley Homes arranged for clean wheels on all ve-
hicles leaving the site. I've asked WSCC to clean the gullies. But please don't just
grumble if things like this happen again; by all means contact me but also call
CDC and complain directly! The same goes for highway damages - there’s al-
ways an open line to report this — see the WSCC directory entry or web site.

4. The “non-emergency” police number is shown incorrectly in many local direc-



tories/magazines, it is: 0845 60 70 999. If you have unsatisfactory service please
let me know — we had some problems earlier this year but | hope the new man-
agement and investments are now paying off. Be careful when locking your car,
the latest trend is theft of road fund disks and disabled parking permits. Do not
offer violence however tempted you are, if you catch anyone.

5. You may know CDC is reducing senior staff dramatically, with more cuts in
staff and even service levels to come I'm afraid — this to achieve the £3,000,000
annual reduction in expenditure we need to make in 3 years. I'm on the “make
Members more effective” task force, so your ideas please!

Contacts: John Andrews, jandrews@chichester.gov.uk or 01403 752 170
John Andrews Conservative Councillor for the Chichester DC ward of Loxwood,
Lurgashall, Northchapel, and Plaistow & Ifold.

WEST SUSSEX FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE

West Sussex Fire and Rescue Service want your views on its wide-ranging
safety plan for the next 12 months. There is a consultation period that starts
Monday 27th July for 12 weeks, during which you can submit comments and
questions directly to WSF&RS and will in turn receive a prompt response.

Max Hood, County Fire Officer, said: “We are always geared to responding to
emergencies ... but a main feature of the plan is helping people understand the
inherent danger of fire in the home and at work and the dangers when out driv-
ing. This means we will continue to carry out a considerable amount of both
educational and practical work to prevent such incidents occurring in the first
place.”

| The plans are on the Fire and Rescue Service's
page on the West Sussex County Council website.
: Copies are also available in your local Library and
R District and Borough Council offices during the
consultation period.
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LOCAL POLICE NEWS

We have executed a warrant at an address in Loxwood. A male was arrested
and has been charged with drugs related offences, the theft of a motor vehicle
and handling stolen goods. For the last month we have been targeting off-road
motorcycles and anti-social behaviour in and around Loxwood. Feedback from a
recent ‘street briefing’ was that the situation has improved greatly but we will
continue to patrol the area.

For non-emergencies : 0845 6070 999.

CRIMESTOPPERS

Crimestoppers is a charity, the core business of which is gathering informa-
tion about active criminals to support intelligence-led policing.

We believe that people and their communities have the right to live without
crime and without the fear of crime. When crime does take place, we believe
that anybody who knows those responsible should go to the police. However,
many people who want to take action are close to the criminal and fear retribu-
tion. Crimestoppers offers a secure means to get that information to the police,
making families and communities safer.

We have a phone number, 0800 555 111, that people can call anonymously to
pass on information about crime; alternatively people can send us information
anonymously via our website. Anyone can call the phone number 24 hours a
day and 7 days a week. Every call is treated with absolute anonymity so that
nobody will know the identity of the caller. Rewards are also available.

Further details can be found at: http://www.crimestoppers-uk.org/in-your-area
south-east/sussex/campaigns .

RED BT TELEPHONE BOXES

CDC have been made aware that BT have posted notices in two
public telephone kiosks, notifying of proposed changes that
could result in their removal. Options for retention include the
sponsorship or adoption of the kiosk, but a 42 day consultation
period is stated on the notice.
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CDC has not been notified by BT of any proposed changes, but are in contact
with BT requesting urgent clarification and formal consultation.

In the meantime:
1 Check any public telephone kiosks to see if notices have been displayed.

1 If a 42 day consultation period is specified, then we would encourage
you to seek what information you can as directed by the poster.

| Please report to us any locations (and the telephone number of the pay-
phone}) where you find notices, to Dave Hyland
dhyland@chichester.gov.uk 01243 534864

Alternatively please contact Loxwood PC Clerk Jenny Hartley: lox-
woodpc@yahoo.co.uk

THE LOXWOOD LUNCHEON CLUB

Ouir last lunch before the summer break was held on July 27. We had an in-
teresting talk by writer Joan Moules who came and told us about the life of Gra-
cie Fields and played some of her music. This was followed by a delicious buffet
lunch.

Do come along a join us at our next lunch in September— we would love to see
some new members, or perhaps you would like to volunteer as a helper. The
Luncheon Club is aimed at village people of all ages to get together and enjoy a
home cooked lunch at a very reasonable cost. If you would like more informa-
tion, please ring Gina Moore on: 01403 751722.

Dates to the end of the year are: - September 28th, October 26th, November
23rd and December 14th.

NORTH HALL EVENTS

There are a number of new events as well as the old favourites. Events include:
The Purple Youth Bus — Tue 7-9pm. Mothers & Toddlers — 9:30-11:30am, Parent
& Toddlers Activities — Wed 2-3pm, Luncheon Club once a month on a Monday,
WI once a month on a Friday.

For full details and booking: 01403 751615 or www.loxwoodvillagehall.org.uk
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YOUR PARISH COUNCIL

There are currently 7 Members of the Parish Council: Alison Sanderson
(Chairman), Charlie Whitmarsh (Vice-Chairman), Elizabeth Dugdale, Sarah
Lane, Scott Taylor, Howard Thomas and David Townsend.

The Parish Clerk is Jenny Hartley. 88, Rusper Road, Horsham RH12 4BN,
e-mail: loxwoodpc®@yahoo.co.uk If you wish to contact the Parish Council,
please address all correspondence, whether letter or e-mail, to the Parish
Clerk.

Parish Council minutes and agendas are available from the Clerk, prefera-
bly by e-mail, or on the Loxwood village website: www.loxwood.org

OTHER USEFUL CONTACTS

Chichester District Council: East Pallant House, 1 East Pallant, Chichester,
PO19 1TY. Tel: 01243 785166. Website: www.chichester.gov.uk

West Sussex County Council: County Hall, West Street, Chichester, PO19
1RQ. Tel: 01243 777 100. Website: www.westsussex.gov.uk
24-hour information line: 0845 758 1232.

Countryside services, footpaths, bridleways: 01243 777620.

Highways repairs and maintenance, pavements, grass cutting:
01243 642105.

Police: emergencies: 999, non-emergencies: 08456070999.
Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111.

Newsletter articles: any local clubs or societies who would like to publicise
their activities, or individuals wishing to submit articles for the Newsletter
should contact the Parish Clerk: loxwoodpc@yahoo.co.uk We reserve the
right to edit material, and we cannot accept political material.

Advertising: any busi- nesses wishing to advertise
in the Newsletter should contact the Parish
Clerk by email.
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