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SEASONS GREETINGS  
 

PARISH  COUNCIL NEWS 
 
Two new members were co-opted on to the Parish Council at the Septem-

ber meeting: Wendy Andrews and Ann Kersey, who replace the outgoing Mirus 

Kuszel and Sacha Pawley . 

 

The September meeting had a different format than usual, with the opening 

portion being an open forum for  discussion with Police Superintendent 

Stephen Barry. Superintendent Barry leads the Roads Policing Unit within the 

Operations Department. Around 70 residents attended the meeting and lis-

tened to Superintendent Barry explain Sussex Policeõs attitude towards traffic 

problems in general and Loxwoodõs in particular. The Superintendent was very 

clear that whilst plenty was being done to try to reduce accidents caused by 

speeding and dangerous driving, it could never be enough whilst so many peo-

ple choose to flout regulations. Superintendent Barry tried to answer as many 

questions as possible, and agreed to go away and consider more closely all the 

issues raised.  He also suggested that Loxwood residents could carry out a num-

ber of simple traffic calming measures of their own For example, if ALL Lox-

wood villagers and their friends and relatives drove at 30miles an hour, every 

time they took to the local roads, this would act as a natural speed enforcement.   

 

Superintendent Barry also mentioned ôOperation Crackdownõ, through  
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which the Police receive information from the public regarding incidents such as 

dangerous driving, speeding and overloading of trucks etc. Give as many details 

as you can: remember to include the  registration number, any company logos 

on commercial vehicles, place, time and so on.  From this information they can 

judge whether a particular individual, or company, are continually flouting regu-

lations, and deal with them accordingly. The contact details are: 

www.operationcrackdown.org  Should you prefer not to contact the Police di-

rectly, you can give the details to Cllr Wendy Andrews on: 

wendy.n.andrews@googlemail.com or 01403 752170 or by letter to her at New 

House, Guildford Road. 

 

One resident raised the issue of the lack of public parking. The Superintendent 

was very clear that in his experience, most people would ignore such a car park, 

and still try to get as near the shops as possible. However, parking in the road 

outside the shops was in itself a good traffic calming strategy, and should not be 

discouraged. 

 

A zebra crossing in front of the shops was raised. Villagers were reminded that 

this had been considered before, but it was felt that the accompanying zigzag 

lines would prevent parking outside the shops. Loxwood's shops rely on passing 

trade, and the shopkeepers  had expressed concerns that the loss of revenue 

might be so great as to force them to close. 

 

Many villagers signed up to become part of  a team trained to use Speed Indica-

tor Devices. The PC will work with WS Police to see if this is feasible in Loxwood. 

If you are interested in becoming part of the team, and have not signed up, 

please contact the Parish Clerk. 

 

Static Speed Indicator Devices such as the one being used in Alfold were also 

seen as a good idea, as many at the meeting felt that it made them check their 

speed. 

 

Another major concern was the number of HGVõs regularly using the B2133 

through the village as a rat run, rather than going round the official routes. It 

was felt that the presence of these vehicles posed a psychological as well as a 

physical threat, with people explaining how they felt ôpulledõ into the road as 

vehicles passed.  
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Many of the matters raised are issues of long standing, and it was pointed out to 

Superintendent Barry that the PC have been trying to address them for some 

time but have received no support from either the Police or West Sussex County 

Highways Department. Superintendent Barry assured the meeting that from his 

point of view, this would no longer be the case.  

 

A small follow up meeting was held in November with Superintendent Barry, to 

try to move things forwards. Look out for villagers training to use Speed Indica-

tor Devices. 

 

Canal Parapets:  The negotiations with WACT have reached an impasse.  

The possibilities had been narrowed down to two alternatives: 1) a 1.4m high 

cutðdown version of the existing parapets, or 2) a 1m high reinforced concrete 

structure faced with brick with a 0.4 high  rail mounted on top to meet eques-

trian requirements. At the September meeting, the PC voted for option 2 which 

it was felt most closely met the wishes of Loxwood residents and suited the sur-

roundings. At a meeting held with WACT management on the 11 November, 

WACT strongly rejected option 2 and are pressing forward with plans to get op-

tion 1 accepted by CDC. Obviously option 1 is the quickest and cheapest version 

from WACTõs view, but whilst the PC understands the financial implications for 

WACT, it cannot allow such considerations to outweigh its concern for the opin-

ions and feelings of Loxwood villagers.  Therefore, the PC will continue to object. 

Should you wish to add your personal objection, or support the WACT planning 

application, please look out for the planning application notices which will be 

displayed near the parapets. The Loxwood Societyõs newsletter will carry an up-

date of the situation.  

Hall House Farm: We have been assured by CDC, that the name ôMayfieldsõ  

will not be the final name of the new estate. The PC as well as a considerable 

number of villagers were extremely unhappy when the name of Mayfields was 

used by Bewley Homes, as it was felt that it had no connection to Loxwood. A 

number of alternatives were suggested. After much correspondence, CDC de-

cided to adopt the name Hall Hurst Close. The Officer explained that despite lo-

cal historical understanding, the area appeared as Hall Hurst Farm, not Hall 

House Farm, on all their documents and on Ordinance Survey maps. 

 

The state of the roads as a result of the site has been taken up with the relevant 
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authorities. 

 

Willets Way: The trees at Willets Way have at last been taken care of. The PC 

sought to have the area cleared as soon as the land was bought; however, the 

fact that the majority of the trees had Tree Preservation Orders on them caused 

a lot of problems. The Tree Preservation Officer agreed that a number of trees 

needed to be either removed or  heavily pruned, but imposed a number of  con-

ditions. It had been hoped to create a more open area following the removal of 

the dead trees and the lifting of the tree canopy, so that planting could take 

place. However as the TP Officer wanted the trees replaced like for like, a lot of 

negotiation had to take place.  

 

Police Street Briefing: A number of people attended the Street Briefing held 

outside North Hall in the summer. Residents were able to talk to two of our local 

Police Community Support Officers about their concerns. The PCSOs in return 

were able to explain some of their strategies. These Briefings are a good way for 

news and information to be passed informally between the Police and villagers, 

and are worth taking the time to attend if at all possible. The PCSOs advertise 

when they will be coming via leaflet drops.  

 

B2133 & Station Road: This work is being undertaken to relieve surface wa-

ter from the Hall House Farm site. It was considered the only option following a 

site visit from WSCC and Southern Water as the next nearest adopted manhole 

was too far away.  

At the same time that foul and storm sewers are being dug, electrical mains will 

be installed. The finish date is due to be: 14.02.10 and there will be 24hr  2 way 

temporary traffic lights for the duration.  

Please contact the contractors, Gracelands Ltd if you have any problems: 01962 

718855. 

Proposed Housing at Adversane and Billingshurst: As many of you will 

have noticed, Horsham District Council is in the early stages of considering 

whether to introduce large scale development in these two areas. Whilst not 

strictly coming under the remit of Loxwood PC, we are keeping a close eye on 

the situation and have asked to be kept up to date by Horsham District Council. 
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 SETTLING INTO A NEW YEAR  AT LOXWOOD PRIMARY 

SCHOOL 

The Autumn Term is packed with activities at the School as the Christmas ex-

citement builds. 

 

The first half of the term has seen Year 6 move into their newly-built classroom, 

which was finished just in time for the return to school after the summer holi-

days. The new building also incorporates a music room and a room devoted to 

helping those children with Special Educational Needs. It has been a huge hit 

with everyone except, maybe, the pupils who had just left year 6! There will be 

an official opening of the new classroom on Friday 23
rd

 November. 

To help fund the cost of the building project, we set ourselves a target of raising 

£50,000. The money raised at our recent bike fun day and our 2
nd

 Loxwood 

School Golf Day at Wildwood should help us to reach within a hairõs breadth of 

this target. Now we are looking for the children to add their weight to the fund 

raising efforts for the development of North Hall.  

 

The school has also been helping in the community over the Harvest Festival. 

Children brought in donations of food and produce to sell, and the money 

raised purchased harvest bags for 46 local elderly residents, which were deliv-

ered by the children.  

 

As we move into the second half of term, attention shifts to-

wards Christmas celebrations. On the 28
th

 November, the 

School will be holding its Christmas Bazaar from 3.00pm to 

5.00pm, and everyone is very welcome to join. December sees 

the children performing in their Nativity plays, and if you would 

like to come along to watch, please contact Janice Hannington 

at the School on 752207. 

 

Behind all of these activities, we are continuing to develop a new curriculum. 

The aim of this is to introduce a more skills-based approach to the childrenõs 

learning. We hope this will help to better prepare them for the challenges of the 

work environment of the future, and encourage greater creativity, better com-

munication and a higher level of independence and team -working.  
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In due course, we will be looking at how we can work with the community to 

take advantage of the wide variety of learning opportunities that are available 

on our doorstep. If you think you might be interested in helping with this, please 

contact us on: 752207. 

 

Best wishes for Christmas and a prosperous 2010. 

 
LOXWOOD VILLAGE HALL FUNDRAISING GATHERS 

MOMENTUM 
 

òNewsflashó : Chichester DC Award of Ã40,000 to North Hall  
  takes Refurbishment Fund close to £100,000 

 

 

  
 
 

Fundraising Team now in place 

 

The fundraising for the Village Hall was officially launched with a very suc-

cessful and well attended cheese and wine evening on the 3rd September. Fol-

lowing presentations on the plans and funding for the Hall, ideas were collected 

for fundraising events, and volunteers were sought to join the fundraising team. 

The evening ended with a raffle draw where prizes, generously donated by local 

businesses, were handed out.   

 

A Fundraising Team was subsequently formed and met for the first time on 24th 

September.  Jean Spira has kindly agreed to lead.  Jean is an experienced fund-

raiser and her arrival is most timely! 

 


