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Issue No. 8 December 2008

LOXWOOD
Parish Council
~ Newsletter ~

‘Best Wishes for Christrmmas
And a
Happy New Year.”

Parish Council News

We are delighted to introduce Jenny Hartley, our new Clerk, who joined
us in September. Peter Evans our previous Clerk was always going to be
hard to replace, so we are extremely lucky that Jenny answered the adver-
tisement. Sacha Pawley headed up the interview team, Peter Evans and
Trevor Leggo, Director of the Surrey and Sussex Association of Local Coun-
cils assisted her. Their decision was unanimous! Jenny can be emailed at
the usual PC address: loxwoodpc@yahoo.co.uk

Priscilla Phillips, a long time member of the PC, resigned in September fol-
lowing her move away from Loxwood. Priscilla held various posts over the

Councillor and as a member of the North Hall Management Committee.

including examining planning applications, pushing for the return of the
road sweeper and getting the twittens cleared. We continue to try to get
the issue of HGV's on the B2133 looked at, as well as the matter of speed-
ing traffic, increasingly urgent following yet another major traffic accident.
Please do notify the Police of any incident no matter how trivial, as the road
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The Parish Council has as usual carried out a lot of work behind the scenes, ((

N
%
%
%
%
%
%
A
%
%
%
%
%
%

o
o
o
o
o
o
-
-
-
-
e
-
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
-
-
-

)

{3

N A

FEEFEFEEEEEEFEEEEEEEEN



is not considered to have a poor enough reputation for it to qualify for speed
indicator devices or similar.

We have hit a seemingly impenetrable barrier in our attempts to purchase the
land at Willets Way. We finalised all documents in July, which were sent directly
by our solicitor to Hillreed’s solicitors. So far those papers have not been re-
turned, nor can Mr Taylor, acting on our behalf, find out why there continues to
be such a delay!

Canal Bridge

As we are sure you are aware, the safety barriers erected by the Wey and
Arun Canal Trust as part of their renovation of the canal at the Onslow Arms,
have proved to be extremely unpopular with villagers and visitors alike and have
sadly undermined much of the support by locals, for the work of the Trust.

The Parish Council is doing everything within it's power to try to get the Trust to
replace the barriers with something more in keeping with the rural nature of
Loxwood, and the Grade Il listed Onslow Arms. It is our understanding that the
Trust were forced to erect barriers of 1.8m height in order to fulfil the Health and
Safety requirements as required by West Sussex County Council. What the Par-
ish Council does not accept is that this is the only possible design that could
meet the regulations. The PC is in contact with all the relevant officers at both
Chichester District Council and West Sussex County Council, as well as other in-
terested parties. We have been informed by WSCC that whilst they specified the
scale, they did not insist upon this design, and are prepared to look at any new
plans put forward by WACT. To this end there will be a meeting in the near fu-
ture between WACT and members of the official bodies involved.

CDC only gave permission for the original design of a 1m safety barrier, not the
modified version, therefore they are requiring the Trust to resubmit an applica-
tion for the heightened barriers. This will mean that there will be a period during
which members of the public can make their feelings known either in support of
in objection. Signs will be posted on the bridge at the appropriate time. If you
feel strongly about the future look of the bridge and the safety barriers, the Par-
ish Council urges you to contact the CDC Planning Department and lodge your
opinion personally. Petitions are a superb way of showing support, but as far as



official departments are concerned they sadly do not count as much as the same
number of individual actions, whether it be letters, emails or ‘phone calls. Please
act. Do not leave it to others as they might be leaving it to you!

The relevant contacts at CDC are: Shoner Archer (Enforcement Officer for the
Bridge) and Mr D Price (Planning Manager ).

Postal address: Chichester District Council, East Pallant House, 1 East Pallant,
West Sussex, PO19 1TY

Or by email: planning@chichester.gov.uk and mark for the attention of Mr D
Price;

planningenforcement@chichester.gov.uk and mark for the attention of Shoner
Archer. PC

Message From Peter Foulger of WACT

“Objectors must appreciate that WSCC have complete control over the bridge
design and the Trust is legally unable to make any changes without WSCC's ap-
proval. So far WSCC Highways Department have indicated that they are unwiill-
ing to make any changes. The Trust is urgently seeking a meeting with WSCC's
Cabinet Member for Transport to explore whether there is any room for flexibil-
ity.
The Trust actively wishes to be a good neighbour and is grateful to the people of
Loxwood who have suffered severe disruption to their daily lives during the past
year. We admit to making mistakes and we want to put them right. “

WACT

Parking Problems

We have been asked to make people aware of the problems caused

by parking across, or partially across pavements and dropped kerbs. As well as
contravening the Highway Code and therefore constituting a traffic office, it
causes great difficulties for pedestrians pushing prams and most especially for
those pushing wheelchairs. If where you leave your car means that a double
pram or a wheelchair cannot easily pass by, or easily access the dropped kerb,
then please do not park there.


http://uk.mc870.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=planning@chichester.gov.uk
http://uk.mc870.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=planningenforcement@chichester.gov.uk

Scams

If you think that an email, telephone call or letter you receive may be

a scam, please contact the following for advice:

West Sussex Trading Standards on 01243 642124 or Consumer Di- Danger!
recton 0845 404 05 06.

There is a chain email circulating at the moment about a bogus parcel delivery
service 'PDS’, the email offers information and refers to the Royal Mail, the Trad-
ing Standards and ICSTIS (Payphone Plus former name). This operation was
closed down in 2005 and the perpetrators fined. There is no need to forward the
email. PC

Dunsfold Park

The Parish Council is aware that Dunsfold Park Ltd has announced it’s inten-
tion to appeal against Waverley's decision to refuse it’s application to build 2,600
homes. This Appeal letter reached Waverly on the 5th November 2008. When it
is logged with Planning there will be 7/8 weeks before it reaches the stage of
being considered by the Inspectorate. We will be monitoring the situation
closely, and, whilst Dunsfold does not strictly fall under the remit of Loxwood
Parish Council, will be working in close co-operation with other bodies opposed
to the plan.

As with all such matters, if you wish to voice your opposition (or support), please
make sure you contact the relevant planning authority, as indicated on any ap-
plication.

Hall Hurst Farm

The Parish Council is aware, that at the time of going to press, Bewley Homes
intend to begin work on demolishing the old barns and removing all debris on
the site. They are anxious to begin before any bats begin to roost. The roosting
time being from December through to April. If they are unable to begin work
before that time then they will have to wait until Spring. After this initial clear-
ance, there will be no other activity until around February 2009. We have been
assured that they will take all due care and attention of all the TPOs (trees with
preservation orders), and will try to keep any disruption to the minimum.

We will be monitoring the situation.



CDC and Bewley Homes have now reached an agreement over Section 106 of
the Town And Country Planning Act 1990. This sets out what arrangements are
to be made over such matters as monies to be paid for sport and leisure, how
the allocation of affordable homes will be dealt with, monies towards education
and so on. The Parish Council continues to have grave concerns over how these
allocations have been assigned, and will be seeking further clarification as to
exactly what Loxwood will receive as ‘compensation’ for such a large develop-
ment. PC

Oil Theft

An oil tank was emptied by thieves in Kirdford last month, make sure yours is

secure.
PC

Loxwood Gardening Club

On September 10" around 50 people gathered at North Hall to hear local resi-
dent Dr Simon Thornton-Wood give a talk on Futurology : Gardening in the
21% Century.
The North Hall Questionnaire sent out in April this year had shown that a good
number of people were interested in joining a gardening club and this meeting
was arranged to help set the ball rolling. Simon, who is Director of Science and
Learning at RHS Wisley, used slides that he had taken to illustrate his talk. He
showed us what was being done by the RHS to promote in-
teraction between old and young; experienced gardeners
passing on their knowledge to school children, and how they
were helping young people at risk of going astray, to find an
Q{;z interest in gardening. Both ideas proving to be rewarding
and successful. We saw some of the diseases and insect pests
that were being introduced to this country due to so many plants coming in
from abroad. Simon stayed to answer questions and chat with people over cof-
fee and cakes.

Penny Line, another Loxwood resident, representing West Sussex Waste Preven-
tion Team, brought along various composting bins and literature which she dis-
played in the Hall. It was good to be able to see ways that we could compost our
waste food, as well as garden waste. There was sufficient interest for Penny to



suggest that at a future meeting the WSWP team could speak to us.

Many thanks to Simon for stimulating our interest and so generously giving up
his valuable time to encourage us all. Twenty-five people signed up for the new
Club. PJP

Loxwood Gardening Club/Community Garden

Following on from the initial meeting held in the North Hall on 10 September
2008 when Simon Thornton-Wood gave a very interesting talk, we are now in a
position to move forward to the next stage in the formation of the above Club.

We will be holding a meeting in the next few weeks
to form a committee and to discuss what sort of for-
mat our Gardening Club will have. The people who
showed an interest to get involved will be invited to
attend this meeting. Once this has taken place we
will be able to communicate to the village what type
of Gardening Club the majority of people would like
to see started.

Our initial thoughts are that we would like to involve as many age groups as
possible, as there is now a nationwide interest in home produced food, fruit
etc. with a number of TV chefs are putting their weight behind this type of
scheme. Could we in Loxwood do much more to involve our children and
grandchildren in raising the awareness of where our food comes from? How
does it grow? Why grow your own? What are food miles? Etc. Etc.

We will keep everybody informed as soon as we have a much clearer vision of
the future of the Club. We will then be looking for people to become members
of the Club.

In the meantime, if anybody has a burning desire to be involved, please email:
ginamoore@btopenworld.com



http://uk.mc870.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=ginamoore@btopenworld.com

North Hall

Well, it's been a busy few months for the North Hall Committee members -
new faces, a new website, a refurbishment project and a new Bookings Clerk.
We still have the same telephone number for bookings but instead of speaking
to Ron you’'ll now be re-routed to Catherine on 751617.

Website

The marvels of modern technology have enabled the creation of a website for
the village hall which can be found at www.loxwoodvillagehall.org.uk. There

are some photos of the facilities, a calendar so that you can check to see when
the hall will be available and our contact details. We’'ll also be updating the web-
site with various forthcoming events at the hall and with news about the refurb.
Along with the website came a number of email addresses so, for those of you
who prefer the written word to the spoken, you can now book the hall via email
at: bookings@loxwooadvillagehall.org.uk

Refurbishment

Following a series of questionnaires to villagers and users of the hall, the commit-
tee agreed that some refurbishment of the hall is required. After a significant
amount of time spent analysing responses to the questionnaires, a specification
was developed and sent to a number of shortlisted architects. The committee
has now interviewed all those that responded and will be meeting in November
to decide which is best able to deliver the project to meet the future needs of
villagers.

Once the meeting has taken place any further news will be put on the
‘Fundraising’ page of the website. If you have any questions regarding the pro-
ject or are able to offer any help or advice please email :
refurb@loxwoodvillagehall.org.uk

Help!

The floor of North Hall is in desperate need of some TLC — it needs a jolly good
scrub followed by a few coats of protective varnish. If you could spare even a
little time to come along and help us please call :751617 or

email :secretary@loxwoodvillagehall.org.uk



http://www.loxwoodvillagehall.org.uk
mailto:bookings@loxwoodvillagehall.org.uk
mailto:refurb@loxwoodvillagehall.org.uk
mailto:secretary@loxwoodvillagehall.org.uk

Tea, coffee and cake will be offered as an inducement! The work is likely to be
carried out mid-December when there are fewer bookings for the hall.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from the North
Management Committee

Loxwood School

We have had an excellent start to this academic year, the children are all work-
ing hard and are a credit to the school. Our own courtesy system The Loxwood
Way’, which encourages both adults and children to treat each other with con-
sideration and respect, is still at the fore front of everything that we do and | feel
sure that this finds its way into our local community.

We have just had our Christmas Party which was enjoyed by staff, parents and
members of the local community. Alvin Stardust entertained us and everyone
danced the night away. The evening was a lovely way to welcome the Christ-
mas festivity season. Our thanks must go to Alvin for a very enjoyable evening
and of course for his support in fundraising for our new building project.

We are at present rehearsing for the Christmas plays and would like to invite you
to attend any of the dress rehearsals that are being performed on the 8" and
15" December at various times. If you are interested please contact us for times.

Our door is always open to local families and their children. We warmly wel-
come any enquires about enrolling your child/ren at Loxwood Primary School.
Families can expect a very high standard of education within a caring school
environment and of course the active PTA will ensure that your social life is not
lacking!

Please contact Mr. McMath, the Head teacher on 01403 752207 for more infor-
mation  about your  successful local primary school or @ visit
www.loxwoodschool.com

Buy a brick....

To help Loxwood school raise funds towards the new build project, we are


http://www.loxwoodschool.com/

organising a ‘buy a brick’ scheme.

Donations of £10.00 will enable children, parents and friends of Loxwood
School to purchase a brick. As a thank you, there will be a dis-
play at school and on the school website showing who has pur-
chased a brick.

This has proved in the past to be a successful way to raise funds
and involve all the family and friends across the country!

Thank you for your support.

Local Development Framework: news update

Over the last few months the District Council has been working with its part-
ners and the local community to find out what the main issues and concerns are
in the area. This consultation, along with a review of many key statistics for the
area (such as the age profiles of the population, the level of car ownership and
the type of housing), will help us to produce a new strategy (the ‘Sustainable
Community Strategy’) for the area, which reflects the vision of the local commu-
nity.

The coming months will be busy and exciting in terms of producing the Sustain-
able Community Strategy and the Core Strategy, which will set the vision and
direction for the District over the next 10-20 years.

The issues and priorities set out in the Sustainable Community Strategy will be
reflected in the Local Development Framework Core Strategy, which is in the
early stages of production. The Core Strategy will show how some of the aims in
the Sustainable Community Strategy are to be dealt with, in terms of land use
and associated activities - it will determine things such as where housing and
business should be located, what transport links are required and where leisure
facilities are best sited. It is important the Core Strategy reflects particular issues
for Chichester District, so a number of background studies will also be used to
help assess the situation.

Another recent development has been the Government's consultation on the
South East Plan. This will be formally adopted in Spring 2009; however, for
Chichester District, we would be expected to provide an average of 480 homes



per annum from 2006-2026.

You have an opportunity to let the Council know how you would like to shape
the District over the next 10-20 years, through both the Sustainable Community
Strategy and the Local Development Framework; we would welcome your views
and also those of your family and neighbours.

Myles Cullen, Leader of Chichester District Council

Documents within the Local Development Framework:

Local Development Scheme

The Local Development Scheme is the timetable that sets out which documents
the Council will produce, when the consultation stages will be and when the
Council will adopt the documents. A new Local Development Scheme will be
considered by the Council in November and then submitted to the Government
for their approval. Subject to approval it is anticipated that we will now be con-
sulting on the Core Strategy for the first time, in early Spring 2009

The Core Strategy

The main Local Development Framework document is the Core Strategy. This
looks at many issues such as how we provide for affordable housing, commu-
nity facilities and encourage businesses and employment in to the district. It sets
out which aims highlighted in the Sustainable Community Strategy need land
and buildings to be successful. It also has to set out how we will meet the targets
set in the South East Plan. Subject to the Local Development Scheme being ap-
proved by GOSE, a consultation document is timetabled for consultation in early
Spring 2009.

Statement of Community Involvement

The Statement of Community Involvement sets out how the Council will involve
the community in the preparation of the documents, which make up the Local
Development Framework, and in making decisions on planning applications.
The Council will be updating its Statement of Community Involvement to take



into account the recent changes to the Government guidance. The draft docu-
ment will be available for consultation later next year.

Sustainable Community Strategy

The Sustainable Community Strategy is not part of the Local Development
Framework, but it sets out a long term vision for the district up to 2026, with a
set of objectives that will be agreed by various partner organisations across the
District including the District Council. The objectives will cover a wide range of
issues such as affordable housing, community safety and facilities for younger
and older people. The Sustainable Community Strategy is one of the many docu-
ments that will inform Local Development Framework Documents, the Core
Strategy in particular.

A Brief History of Local Plans to Local Development Frameworks

Local Planning Authorities were previously required by Government to produce
a single Local Plan. This involved preparing a plan that set out what could be
built and where. The plan-led system was updated by an Act of Parliament (the
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act in December 2004, requiring Planning
Authorities to produce a Local Development Framework, which is now a series
of documents.

The guidance for how to produce a Local Development Framework is set out in
the Government’s Planning Policy Statement 12: Creating strong, safe and pros-
perous communities through Local Spatial Planning. This has been updated fol-
lowing lessons learnt over the past few years.

The Government have proposed changes to the number of consultation stages
on Local Development Framework documents and to how Councils consult with
residents, businesses, stakeholders, utility companies and land owners. Changes
have also been proposed to the way in which documents are tested against
“soundness criteria”, ensuring that it meets with government regulations and is
based on thorough evidence and community involvement.

For more information: www.chichester.gov.uk or 01243 534726
CDC, East Pallant House, 1 East Pallant, Chichester, West Sussex, PO19 1TY



YOUR PARISH COUNCIL

There are currently 8 Members of the Parish Council: Alison Sanderson
(Chairman), Charlie Whitmarsh (Vice-Chairman), Elizabeth Dugdale, Mirus
Kuszel, Sacha Pawley, Scott Taylor, Howard Thomas and David Townsend.

The Parish Clerk is Jenny Hartley. 88, Rusper Road, Horsham RH12 4BN,
e-mail: loxwoodpc@yahoo.co.uk If you wish to contact the Parish Council,
please address all correspondence, whether letter or e-mail, to the Parish
Clerk.

Parish Council minutes and agendas are available from the Clerk, preferably
by e-mail, or on the Loxwood village website: www.loxwood.org

OTHER USEFUL CONTACTS

Chichester District Council: East Pallant House, 1 East Pallant, Chichester,
PO19 1TY. Tel: 01243 785166. Website: www.chichester.gov.uk

West Sussex County Council: County Hall, West Street, Chichester, PO19
1RQ. Tel: 01243 777 100. Website: www.westsussex.gov.uk
24-hour information line: 0845 758 1232.

Countryside services, footpaths, bridleways: 01243 777620.

Highways repairs and maintenance, pavements, grass cutting:
01243 642105.

Police: emergencies: 999, non-emergencies: 0845 60 70 999.
Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111.

Newsletter articles: any local clubs or societies who would like to publicise
their activities, or individuals wishing to submit articles for the Newsletter
should contact the Parish Clerk:: loxwoodpc@yahoo.co.uk. We reserve the
right to edit material, and we cannot accept political material.

Advertising: any businesses wishing to advertise in the Newsletter should
contact the Parish Clerk by

email:

loxwoodpc@yahoo.co.uk



mailto:loxwoodpc@yahoo.co.uk
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